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GENERAL ORDERS HEADQUARTERS
} DIEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 18 WasurNaroyx, D.C., 26 April 1966

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOCR
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Dy direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918
and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of Iife above and beyond the call of duty is awarded
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name of the Congress to:

Private First Class Mdton L. Olive, 111, , United States
Ariny, who distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at
the risk of his own life above and beyond the call of duty while participating
in a search and destroy operation in the vicinity of Phu Cuong, Republic of
Vietnam, on 22 October 1965. Private OZirve was a member of the 3d Platoon
of Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry, as it moved through
the jungle to find the Viet Cong operating in the area. Although the Platoon
was subjected to a heavy volume of enemy gunfire and pinned down tempo-
rarily, it retaliated by assaulting the Viet Cong positions, causing the enemy
to flee. As the Platoon pursued the insurgents, Private Olive and four other
soldiers were moving through the jungle together when a grenade was thrown
into their midst. Private Olive saw the grenade, and then saved the lives of his
fellow soldiers at the sacrifice of his own by grabbing the grenade in his hand
and falling on it to absorb the blast with his body. Through his bravery,
unhesitating actions, and complete disregard for his own safety, he prevented
additional losg of life or injury to the members of his platoon. Private Olive’s
conspicuous gallantry, extraovdinary heroism, and intrepidity at the risk of
his own life above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions
of the United States Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed
Forces of his country.

A A W

D S e
> X

> X %



GO 18
DBy Order of the Secretary of the Army:

HAROLD X. JOXX SON,
Gleneral, United States Army
Official : Chief of Staff. !
J. C. LAMBERT,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant General.

Distribution:
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 124 requirements.



